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the matter; while the papers published in non-Turkish
languages were allowed to use the most abusive lan-
guage. The Ottoman Press Association protested vio-
lently against this attitude. The propaganda was also
designed to provide the proper atmosphere for the mili-
tary occupation of Constantinople. The occupation took
place on March 16, 1920. The supposed leaders of
thought and action, including Turkish editors, were then
arrested by the British authorities and exiled to Malta
as political hostages.
Since that time, there has been a complete break—vir-
tually a state of war—between the capital and the inte-
rior. After the occupation of Constantinople, three of
the papers with nationalistic tendencies (Tasviri-Efkiar,
Ifham, Ye.ni-Gun) were suspended. The Vakit, Ileri and
the Aksham continued to be published as mere news
sheets. The Peyam-Sabah and Alemdar, on the con-
trary, found now a very favorable situation to express
their opinions. A new successful pictorial daily came
out of the office of the humoristic weekly, the Diken
(Thorn). Since the most interesting political events
could not be touched upon, all attention had to be given
to feature stories. A newspaper appearing as an illus-
trated daily magazine easily could succeed. The Con-
stantinople papers, which ordinarily satisfied the thirst
for news even in far-off districts, were not allowed to go
outside. For this reason, the interior of the country
developed more and more its own press.
Speaking generally, the Turkish press is technically
and intrinsically the best developed branch of Turkish
public life. It gives news, it stimulates, it advises, it
directs. One can hear statesmen in responsible positions
saying: "We could not help it. The press did not do its
duty of stimulation and guidance in this matter."
Strangely enough, the same persons are sometimes re-
sponsible for complete suppression of the freedom of dis-

